
 

 

A BURREN ARCHAEOLOGY QUIZ 

 

1. Lemanah castle is an iconic structure in the Burren. Which woman, famed for her 

husband killing exploits, once lived here? 

2. Human remains were found by archaeologists when they excavated Poulnabrone 

Dolmen. True or False? 

3.  

Name this well-known place in the Burren.  

 

 

 

4.  

This fragmented object was discovered during 

excavations at Caherconnell stone fort. What is it?  

 

 

 

 

5.  A shell midden at Fanore was dated to which time period? 

6. Where is the leaning tower of the Burren to be found? 

7. Dysert ODea church stands on the site of an old monastery: Which saint is said to 

have founded it? A. St Patrick. B St Tola. C. St Colman. 

8.  

What was the purpose of this small passage found in 

some Burren field walls? 

 

 

 



9. Bones from an animal that is no longer to be found in Ireland were excavated from 

Glencurran Cave. Which animal was it? 

10. A piece of slate with a single character inscribed upon it was found during an 

excavation of an ancient building beside Cahermacnaghten Cashel. What was the 

building used for in the past? 

11. Which saint had a hermitage at Eagles Rock, Slieve Carran? 

12. There are at least 80 wedge tombs in the Burren. Were they the first or last type of 

Megalithic monument to be built? 

13.  

 

 The Gleninsheen gold collar, found near Ballyvaughan, dates to 

what period? 

 

 

14.  Many of these stones are found in the Burren. What are 

they? 

 

 

 

15. Newtown Castle is a tower house beside the Burren College of Art but it is not a 

typical tower house. What is it that makes it unusual? 

16. Large T shaped structures can be seen in the Burren. What were they used for? 

17. What kind of tower can be seen at Finavarra on the Flaggy Shore? 

18.  Where can this head be found? 

 

 

 

 

 

19. What horse shoe shaped monument dating from the Bronze Age is numerous in the 

Burren? 

20. Turf Thuile are structures found throughout the Burren. What were they used for?  



Answers : 

1. Maire Rua 

2. True 

3. Corcormroe Abbey.  

4. A quern stone  

5. The Mesolithic  

6. Kilmacduagh 

7. B. St Tola.  

8. Known locally as a ‘puicket’, they were unblocked to let sheep through. 

9. Bear. 

10. Brehon Law school 

11. Colman MacDuagh 

12. Last 

13. Bronze Age 

14. Bullaun Stone 

15. Its round as opposed to the usual square or rectangular shape. 

16. They were used to protect outwintering livestock from cold winds and rain. 

17. A Martello Tower 

18. Kilfenora Catherdal.  

19. Fulacht fiadh  

20. They were used for drying sods of earth and animal dung to burn. 

 

Feel inspired to do an archaeological project from your own home? 

My local Archaeology 

If you are interested in finding out more about what your place looked like in the past, this handy 

interactive map viewer allows you to zoom into your area and see what archaeological monuments 

are in your locality.  

Instructions 

Go to the historic environment viewer at https://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/ There 

is an interactive map. 

Zoom in on your place or enter the name of your place in the search tab. For best results zoom to a 

point where you can see a couple of km in each direction of where you live. 

https://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/


There are red dots and blue dots. Red dots are archaeological monuments and blue dots are places 

of architecture heritage. 

Click on each red dot to read what it represents – it could be a ringfort, a holy well or even a 

megalithic tomb! 

Questions to consider are; 

Did you know this monument was in your area and did your family know of its existence?  

Do you know any old stories about this monument? 

Could you use the internet or books you have at home to do more research on this monument?  

Tip 

Find the base map gallery icon  on the top right of your screen. Click on it and select “aerial 

view”. This brings the map to life. 

 

 

 


