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• Use of remote sensing in development of farm 
plans and in habitat assessment.

• Trial a simple results based measure for grassland 
habitats.

• Determine the feasibility of alternative markets 
from the grasslands.

• Improving the output of existing production on 
farms.
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Participant farmers

Inis Oírr 14

Inis Meáin 32

Inis Mór 80

Total 126
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Farm Plot scores for grazing action

Score Rationale

5 Priority habitat perceived to be very well managed, indicated by
a high number of positive indicator species and an appropriate
grazing regime (lacking indicators of undergrazing and overgrazing).

If five or more positive indicators are located in an area of one
square metre at eight out of ten random points in the field then
the area will have a score 5

4 Priority habitat with a high number of positive indicator
species and an appropriate grazing regime
(lacking indicators of undergrazing and overgrazing)
but with scrub or bracken encroachment an issue .

Where four or more, positive indicators are located in an area of one square
metre at five out of ten random points in the field, it would have score of 4.

3 Priority habitat with reduced numbers of positive species indicators.
Habitat is not optimally grazed and scrub encroachment may be an issue.
Habitat also supports negative indicator species.

A field having between two and four positive indicators
present in an area of one square metre in at least six
out of ten random points in the area is indicative of a
moderately species-rich field and will have a score of 3.

2 Semi-improved habitat with limited indicators of priority habitat,
grass dominated, usually with higher levels of fertility or more
recently made grasslands in an island context.

Where the field contains one or less positive indicator present
in an area of one square metre at six out of ten random points
in the area it is likely a semi-improved or improved field with

a grass dominant over herds and so will have a score of 2.
1 Non-priority habitat on the farm, e.g. arable, thick scrub.













Globally, annual expenditure on ecological restoration of degraded areas for habitat 
improvement and biodiversity conservation is approximately $18bn

Ladouceur, E., Jiménezlfaro, B., Marin, M., De Vitis, M., Iannetta, P.P.M., Bonomi, C. & Pritchard, H.W. (2017) Native seed supply and the restoration species 
pool. Conservation Letters.
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