
Ludlow (1651) Of this barony it is said that it is a country where there is not water 
enough to drown a man, wood enough to hang one, nor earth enough to bury them. 
This last is so scarce that the inhabitants steal it from one another …

Welcome to the Burren



… and yet their cattle are very fat. The grass grows in tufts of earth of two or three foot 
square which lies between the limestone rocks and is very sweet and nourishing ’



Winterage – an ancient system of reverse-transhumance

Inscribed in Ireland’s list of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2019

Winterage – innovation in response to the local environment



Winterage – critical in sustaining the Burren’s biodiversity



Burren in Bloom 2019
Supported by the EPA & The NBDC



The Burren Winterage Weekend - showcasing the 
‘ecosystem services’ delivered by farming  
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RDP-funded through Dept. of Agriculture, Food & the Marine & Dept. of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (NPWS)

Translating ecosystem services into farm income

Undergrazed, no ‘result’ payment Overstocked, no ‘result’ payment

Well managed, ‘result’ payment (€180/ha)



THURSDAY:
EIP-AGRI 
(Including  
‘Paying for 
Results’ 
Projects)

Courtesy J. Moran GMIT



Friday: Farming for Nature across Europe (and beyond)
With speakers from Austria, Iceland, Northern Ireland, Romania, Scotland, Slovenia
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www.hnvlink.eu

http://www.hnvlink.eu/


National Farming for Nature 
Awards 2019

Saturday: National Farming for Nature Awards 2019



Sunday: Burren Cattle Drove and Food Fayre



There is a world in the land … of the most sophisticated complexity and the most astute and rich 
memory that in the next ten years will have vanished completely. John O’Donoghue (Clare Champion 11-2-00).

‘the majority of local people have not taken ownership of their own heritage, both 
cultural and natural... is once more imposed ‘from above’ and ‘from outside (O’Rourke 2001).



Reconnecting people and place



The Learning Landscape Symposium – Best Practice in Place Based Learning



BWS Theme 2019: Building a healthy future for people, nature and food


